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Water Diversions - Streams
Rush, Lee Vining, Parker, and Walker creeks





Water Export - Groundwater
inflow capture in the Mono Craters Tunnel



Mono Lake Surface Elevation



1962 1995

• LADWP water diversions caused Mono Lake to decline 45 vertical feet by 1982, 
lose half its volume, and double in salinity.

• High salinity pushed the lake food web and ecosystem toward collapse

Water Diversion Impacts
Lake level



• At low lake levels a landbridge is exposed that allows predators to access 
nesting islands, imperiling one of the world’s largest California Gull colonies.

Water Diversion Impacts
Exposed landbridge puts nesting islands at risk

1978



• Dust storms from exposed lakebed violate Clean Air Act health standards

• PM10 events with concentrations up to 470x the federal standard

Water Diversion Impacts
Dust storms



• Lost 20 miles of fisheries, streams, streamside forests, and broad bottomlands habitats

• Lost premier Sierra trout fishery

Water Diversion Impacts
Mono Basin streams



“This water body is so central to our 
lives and heritage that we must do 
all that we can to ensure our lake, 
and the ecosystem it supports, is 

healthy and strong.”

Charlotte Lange, Chairwoman 
Mono Lake Kutzadika’a Tribe

“Mono Lake is the physical, cultural, and 
spiritual center of the Kutzadika’a people.”

Water Diversion Impacts
Mono Lake Kutzadika’a Tribe





Lee Vining Creek, 1970s

“The owner of any dam shall allow sufficient water at all times to pass over, around, or through the dam, to keep in 
good condition any fish that may be planted or exist below the dam.” —California Fish and Game Code § 5937



“The public trust … is an affirmation of the duty of the state to protect the people’s common heritage
of streams, lakes, marshlands and tidelands….” —The Mono Lake Decision, Supreme Court of California, 1983





“This decision ... amends Los 

Angelesʼs water right licenses to 

include specified water 

diversion criteria which are

intended to gradually restore

the average water elevation of

Mono Lake to approximately

6,392 feet above mean sea level

in order to protect public trust

resources at Mono Lake.”

—State Water Resources Control Board
Decision 1631

emphasis added
Geoffrey McQuilkin

State Water Resources Control Board, 1994 
Decision 1631



1994 State Water Board modified Los Angeles water rights

• Heal damage done:
Restore damaged streams and fisheries

• Protect Public Trust:
Raise lake to healthy, sustainable 6,392-foot level

1994 Los Angeles – Mono Lake Agreement

• City Council, Mayor, LADWP, Mono Lake Committee, state 
and federal agencies, and other organizations

• At Mono Lake, implement the State Water Board’s Mono 
Lake decision.

• In Los Angeles, state and federal funding for local water 
supply

A nature-based solution fulfilling many requirements
• Public Trust protection

• Fish and Game code compliance

• Clean Air Act compliance

• Clean Water Act compliance

• National Forest Scenic Area

• Mono Lake Tufa State Natural Reserve

• Cultural resources protection

• Recreation opportunities and local Mono County economic health

Los Angeles – Mono Lake 
Agreement

1994



Lee Vining Creek, 1970s

Lee Vining Creek, 2010s

Stream Restoration: Progress underway
Grant Lake Reservoir

Spillway 
modification will 

deliver Rush Creek
Stream Ecosystem

Flows



Mono Lake Surface Elevation



rise to 6392 ... in about 20 years ... with specified LADWP diversions.

The State Water Board expected that Mono Lake would ...



only risen 50% ... after 29 years ... and LADWP has diverted all the 
water the Board expected … 

and more.

Instead, as of today, Mono Lake has ...



The Board is “keenly aware of the limitations of 
computer modeling hydrologic systems and the 
probability that future hydrologic conditions may differ 
significantly from historical conditions.”

State Water Board, 1994



“If future conditions vary substantially from the 
conditions assumed in reaching this decision, the SWRCB 
could adjust the water diversion criteria in an appropriate 
manner under the exercise of its continuing authority 
over water rights.”

State Water Board, 1994



Los Angeles Annual Water Supply
2016–2020 Average

Source: LADWP 2021 Water Strong Fact Sheet, Fiscal Year-End 2016–2020 Average, 497,386 acre-feet.

Mono Basin stream diversions, 2022

LADWP annual water supply



LADWP diversions suppress Mono Lake’s level



Connecting Communities at Both Ends of the Aqueduct
East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice 
Communities for a Better Environment
Pacoima Beautiful 
Homeboy Industries
Port of Los Angeles High School 
East LA Performing Arts
… And many more

The LA – Mono watershed



Shared Values, Shared Solutions: 
Environmental Justice

Environmental Protection 
Local supply solutions

“Decisions regarding Mono Lake have impacts 
that span generations into the future.”

Dean Tonnena, Mono Lake Kutzadika’a Tribe Vice Chair

and DWP should do everything it can to help Mono Lake rise.”
Elsa Lopez, Mothers of East Los Angeles

“Los Angeles has a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
restore one of California’s ecological treasures and begin 

to reverse a century-old habit of relying on water from
afar to quench our thirst.”

Bruce Reznik, Los Angeles Waterkeeper

“I brought generations of youth from the LA area to do 
restoration work at Mono Lake, which resulted in instilling core 

values that last a lifetime and made stewards for the 
environment. We need to be responsible in LA for our own water

2023 Pacoima Beautiful Environmental Justice Leader 
Award honoring Mono Lake educator Santiago 
Escruceria and watershed partnership



February
• State Water Board workshop. 365-person 

virtual forum and over 3,000 public comments 
call for implementation of the established lake 
protection.

April

•

• Discussions with LADWP and Mayor’s Office

• Affirm raising Mono Lake to 6392 lake level is a 
requirement, and is overdue

Opportunity identified: explore diversion 
scenarios that allow the lake to rise to the
public trust lake level while considering years of 
high water need in LA

August and onward
• Mono Lake Committee and LADWP launch 

joint technical discussions to explore diversion 
scenarios with State Water Board, Department 
of Fish and Wildlife, Kutzadika’a Tribe, CalTrout

• Third workgroup meeting tomorrow. Report 
due April 2024

2023 – Progress on Mono Lake



Marie Read

1. Continue technical discussions to 
model diversion scenarios that 
allow the lake to rise to the 6392-
foot Public Trust Lake Level.

2. Fund local supply projects to 
provide flex water to Angelenos 
and nature-based solutions to 
Mono Lake

3. State Water Board hearing 
required by D-1631 to implement 
the 1994 Public Trust Lake Level.

4. Preserve the five-foot lake rise of 
this extremely wet year.

5. Come visit Mono Lake!

What’s Next?



Thank you!
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